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The Territory of the Akms

The province or territory of the Alawis, also known as the
Province of Latakia (its official name has been changed several
times) includes the Jebel Ansariya and the coastal plain at its
foot. It is in many ways a natural unit, and the greater part
of the population which inhabits it possesses a distinctive
character. Sixty per cent of the population are Alawis, and the
others are in more or less equal parts Sunni Moslems and
Christians, mainly Greek Orthodox. In and around the town
of Latakia itself, the Sunnis form the largest single community.

The Alawis are probably descendants of the indigenous
inhabitants of the district, who have endured a number of con-
querors and have managed to preserve their individuality, with
various accretions from the cultures and religions of their over-
lords. Under the Turks they possessed local autonomy while
acknowledging the suzerainty of the Sultan, until the nineteenth
century, when the Ottoman Government succeeded in imposing
its authority upon, them. In practice, however, local autonomy
meant local tyranny, since the region, like the rest of Syria, was
organized on a feudal basis and the peasants suffered the un-
restrained rule of their lords.

The problem of the Alawis is in some ways similar to that of
the Druzes: an isolated, backward peasantry, tenacious of its
individuality, ruled by feudal lords and brought into contact,
during the present generation, with a Western power having
interest in Syria and with the forces of Arab nationalism. The
divisions of opinion expounded in the preceding section exist
here also. There are, however, certain additional factors which
do not exist in Jebel Dnize and which complicate the situation.
First, the Akwis are divided aaaoug themselves into a number
of sects; largely because of this, there is 00 ruling family as
powerful among them as the Atrash among the Drazes, but a
number of great families at rivalry with one another. Secondly,
the existence of large Sunni and Christian communities gives
rise to difficulties. In general they are more advanced than the
Akwis; they form a large part of the town popubtkwi, and in
addition euuch of the land is owned by Sunnis. The Sunnis
woold never submit to be a minority in an autonomous Akwi
region, tbe more so since nationalist governments in Damascus
would probably favour them above any other section of the
population. All the Sunnis and many Greek Orthodox desire